
Booth 2017 QWS Exhibitor Description of Exhibit

TBD 4-H Outdoor Adventure Challenge

 Denise Noble

Michigan 4-H Outdoor Adventure Challenge promotes youth 

involvements in hiking, backpacking, paddling, fishing - NO 

CHILD LEFT INSIDE.

TBD Aluu Paddles

 Chuck Smith

Aluu Paddles is a local, custom builder of Greenland style 

kayak paddles. Dealer inquiries encouraged.

TBD American Canoe Association

 Lynn Dominguez

The American Canoe Association is the largest and oldest 

paddlesports organization in the United States. We have 

member benefits in the areas of education, stewardship, 

competition, and recreation.

TBD Aquatic Adventures of MI

 Kim Parker

We sell SCUBA fun. Offering classes, equipment, travel and 

service.

TBD Avian Species Nesting Education

 Jerry Link

Display of woodworking projects for wildlife. Books, plans, 

newsletters, and other media to assist the novice 

woodworker in making suitable nesting boxes and other 

structures for wildlife.

TBD Barry County Parks and Recreation

 Allison Hinton

Learn more about the Paul Henry Thornapple Trail and 

McKeown Bridge Park.

TBD Blueways of St. Clair

 Lori Eschenburg

We offer 17 water trails in 9 bodies of water, all in St. Clair 

County. We have 7 ADA Kayak/Canoe Launches in our 

county. We have the first National Water Trail in the State of 

Michigan, the Island Loop Route!

TBD Brookhaven Lake

 Jeff Johnson

Brookhaven Lake is 100% private and no fishing license is 

required. Experience the best fly fishing in your life! The 

whole lake is yours. Located in the Clare, Michigan, area. 

TBD Campus to Coast

 Eleanor Rappolee

Campus to Coast is a 160 mile, paddle sport, adventure race 

put on by the MSU Outdoors Club. It occurs in early April and 

requires paddling at night, making it very dangerous.

TBD Canoe Reflections LLC

 Sally Van Cise

One-day and three-day canoeing/camping trips for women, 

on the Manistee River, near Manton, MI. Gear and food 

provided (we prepare "real" food!). Guidance in paddling and 

camping as needed.

TBD Chicago Adventure Therapy

 Andrea Knepper

Using kayaking, orienteering, camping, cycling, and rock 

climbing, Chicago Adventure Therapy helps under-served 

youth in Chicago have a lasting positive impact on their 

communities and become healthy adults.

TBD Chippewa Nature Center

 Kyle Bagnall

Chippewa Nature Center is free and open to all year-round 

with 1,200 acres to explore. Free paddling maps and more.
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TBD Chota Outdoor Gear

 Mark Brown

Since 1998, Chota has designed and built quality footwear for 

paddling, portaging and fly fishing. We build our products to 

be comfortable, durable and lightweight to make your time 

outside more enjoyable.

TBD Coldwater River Watershed Council

 Samuel Pyle

Promoting and preserving local watershed for 20 years 

through grant work and education.

TBD Columbia Wooden Boat Works

 Russ Hicks

Old Town Canoe repair center located in Eaton Rapids.

TBD DNR-Parks & Recreation Division

 Miguel Rodriguez

Michigan State Parks offer numerous parks, recreation areas, 

trails, and waterways where outdoor recreation enthusiasts 

can engage in their favorite outdoor activity.

TBD Downriver Linked Greenways Initiative

 Anita Twardesky

Downriver Linked Greenways Initiative is a community-

driven regional effort to coordinate non-motorize 

transportation in the Downriver area.

TBD Eastern U.P. Regional Planning & 

Development

 Ellen Benoit

Water and Land Trail information on the Eastern Upper 

Peninsula region. Slide show, maps, brochures, information, 

etc.

TBD Eaton Conservation District

 Sue Spagnuolo

An interactive display where you can learn about Eaton 

Conservation District resources and how you can help keep 

our water clean.

TBD Eckert

 Michael Eckert

Wood strip canoe along with a cut-away section showing the 

steps involved with the process. Explanations of the 

boatbuilding process are provided by Mike who has designed 

and built over 25 canoes.

TBD Fine Line Studio

 Jeff Bleijerveld

We do pen and ink sketches, primarily of birds and sell prints 

and blank note cards. These are high quality pen & ink prints 

on 100# Cougar smooth digital cover, and commercially 

printed on a Kodak digital printer.

TBD Fresh Water Vacation Rental

 Mark Hurliman

We are a vacation rental service. We own and manage 

vacation rental property throughout Michigan, providing 

vacation booking service for guest and property owners.

TBD Friends of the Looking Glass River

 Gloria Miller

Friends of the Looking Glass has attended QWS every year 

since 1997 and have seen the appeal and growth. We are 

proud to be invited every year and share our appreciation of 

our state's outdoor opportunities.

TBD Friends of the Maple River

 Jon Morrison

The Maple River has open stretches for paddling with good 

access and crosses US 127 just 1/2 hour north of Lansing. 

Learn more about the Friends of the Maple River and the 

Maple River Watershed.
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TBD Friends of the Rouge

 Sally Petrella

Friends of the Rouge is a non-profit organization that 

promotes restoration and stewardship of the Rouge River in 

metropolitan Detroit. Find information about paddling the 

river as well as other volunteer events.

TBD Friends with Boats

 Walter Peebles

Skin-on-frame boats from traditional Irish currachs and 

Welsh coracles to more modern rowboats and kayaks.

TBD Gasper Exhibit

 Fred Gasper

Display of a Swifty 12 glued lapstrake sailboat with leg-o-

mutton sail and a variety of wooden oars and paddles.

TBD Girl Scout Troop 30600

 Lisa Leibrand

Girl Scouts earn badges, join a troop, hike and camp, and 

participate in the cookie program.

TBD Great Lake Paddlers

 Linda Kortesoja

Paddling group out of Southeast Michigan - We paddle rivers 

and lakes, organize formal and informal paddles that can be 

day long, after work or weekend trips.

TBD Great Lakes Paddlesports

 Tony Garczynski

Great Lakes Paddle Sports offers kayak demos and rentals, 

featuring the same high-quality kayaks we sell. Located in 

Port Huron, we offer pick-up/drop off services at two sites: 

7th Street and Baker's Field.

TBD GSHOM Troop 30290-Daisy Scouts

 Roberta Somerville

Girl Scouts earn badges, join a troop, hike and camp, and 

participate in the cookie program.

TBD Hanna Exhibit

 Chris Hanna

Backcountry canoe trips are all about eating, paddling, and 

loving it! The art of planning and packing can put the fun and 

food back by reducing bulk and weight, tasting better, and 

saving time and dollars.

TBD Heavner Canoe & Kayak Rental

 Alan Heavner

We have been a family-owned and operated business for 

over 50 years, with over 200 canoes and kayaks for sale or 

rent. Experience wilderness canoeing close to home. Canoe 

or kayak the beautiful Huron River.

TBD Hiawatha Shore to Shore of North Country 

Trail

 Bill Courtois

Hiawatha Shore to Shore volunteers maintain, promote, 

improve, and enjoy the North Country National Scenic Trail 

with the assistance of government and community partners.

TBD Homewaters Recreational Real Estate

 Steve Shaw

Recreational Real Estate. Lake and river front homes and 

cabins in Northern Michigan.

TBD Huron River Water Trail

 Pam Labadie

The Huron River Water Trail is a 104-mile inland paddling 

trail connecting people to the river’s natural environment, its 

history and the communities it touches. A variety of paddling 

experiences await you.
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TBD Ingham County Parks

 Jeff Gehl

General information on availability of facilities and rental 

activities in Ingham County Parks.

TBD Jacobson Exhibit

 Cliff Jacobson

Cliff Jacobson is a professional canoe guide and outfitter, a 

wilderness canoeing and camping consultant and the author 

of over a dozen top-selling books on camping and canoeing.

TBD Johnson's Workbench

 Tim Johnson

The finest hardwood lumber, softwood lumber and marine 

plywood available... along with the tools, machinery and 

products to make it all happen.

TBD Kapteyn Exhibit

 Bryan Kapteyn

A take apart sailing dinghy made entirely from redwood. The 

plans were Chesapeake Light Craft of an Eastport nesting 

pram, however the panels were made from solid redwood 

rather than okume or maranti.

TBD Lake Superior Watershed Conservancy

 Gary McGuffin

Exploring Canada coast to coast by canoe was the beginning 

of a lifelong love of sharing our passion for paddling and the 

conservation of some of this planet’s most important forest 

and freshwater landscapes.

TBD Lansing Oar and Paddle Club

 Jay Hanks

For 30 years, LOAPC has promoted all aspects of human-

powered watercraft in the mid-Michigan area. LOAPC 

members are active in river clean-ups and river-related 

projects through out the Lansing area.

TBD Lansing Rowing Club

 Cheryl Engfehr

The Lansing Rowing Club provides facilities and 

companionship to people who want to row. Beginner classes 

and group rows are offered throughout the season. Summer 

racing options also available.

TBD League of Michigan Bicyclists

 Ben Saint-Onge

The League of Michigan Bicyclists works to improve safety 

and standing of bicyclists on Michigan roadways. Through 

advocacy, outreach, and engagement, we are working to 

make Michigan a more bicycle-friendly state.

TBD LeValley Outdoors L.L.C.

 Jonathon LeValley

Features a basic demonstration of sharpening any edged tool 

using bench stones (no power tools, guides, gimmicks, etc.). I 

walk through sharpening a chisel (a typical single-bevel 

edged tool) a knife and an axe.

TBD LIAA

 Harry Burkholder

michiganwatertrails.org - Michigan's comprehensive water 

trail website will have an interactive display showing all the 

water trails throughout Michigan and other interactive 

features.

TBD Mackinaw Watercraft

 Allen Deming

Display of wood strip canoes, kayaks and paddles designed 

and built by award winning craftsman and artist Allen 

Deming. Allen will also provide a continuous demonstration 

of his boat building skills in the booth.

TBD Macomb County Sea Kayaker's Club

 Chris Rudolph

This is a club of one person (so far) who is looking for fellow 

sea kayakers in the eastern Macomb County area.
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TBD McIntyre Display

 Ross McIntyre

Ross McIntyre and his wife Jean spent 40 years together 

paddling the great wilderness rivers of North America. 

"Paddle Beads" is Ross’s inspirational and moving memoir of 

those trips. 

TBD Meekhof Exhibit

 Nick Meekhof

Nick is a farmer, writer, and lifelong adventurer. When he's 

not planting apple trees or writing about Michigan's 

recreational opportunities, he can be found exploring rivers, 

forests, and small towns.

TBD Middle Grand River Organization of 

Watersheds

 Loretta Crum

We protect and preserve the history and natural resources of 

the Middle Grand and tributary streams. We sponsor river 

expedition events every 2 years leading up to Grand River 

Expedition 2020.

TBD Michigan Back Roads

 Ron Rademacher

Michigan Back Roads books for sale.

TBD Michigan Geocaching Org. (MiGO)

 Stephen Fritz

Display of world wide activity of Geocaching. This is an 

activity which promotes hiking, biking, paddling, climbing, 

and diving while in pursuit of hidden caches using GPS 

technology.

TBD Michigan Maritime Museum

 Ashley Deming

The Michigan Maritime Museum preserves Great Lakes 

maritime culture and heritage through contemporary 

exhibits, on-water experiences, and educational 

programming.

TBD Michigan Trails and Greenways Alliance

 Nancy Krupiarz

Michigan Trails and Greenways Alliance, the statewide voice 

for non-motorized trail users, helps people build, connect 

and promote Michigan's trails.

TBD Michigan United Conservation Clubs

 Shaun McKeon

MUCC is the nation's largest statewide grassroots 

conservation organization. We are dedicated to protecting 

hunting, fishing, trapping and all forms of outdoor recreation 

in Michigan.

TBD Microlite Trailers Gunlake Paddlesports

 Jim Mulder

Display of he latest microlite trailers, we also like to use this 

event to showcase our newest products for the year and also 

display some kayaks.

TBD Mid-Michigan CISMA

 Erin Jarvie

Display by Mid-Michigan Cooperative Invasive Species 

Management Area and Ingham Conservation District about 

invasive species, especially aquatic invasive species, for 

paddlers. Free educational materials!

TBD Mid-Michigan Environmental Action Council

 Theresa Lark

Mid-MEAC works to translate environmental concerns into 

action through education, advocacy, and volunteer 

opportunities. Mid-MEAC is focused on river protection, 

responsible land use and clean air.

TBD MSU Sailing Center

 Ken Warshaw

Sailing & paddling classes, kayak, SUP & canoe rentals, 

environmental programs, group events, memberships and 

customized programs. Open to the public and all ages.
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TBD MSU Outdoors Club

 Luke Rookus

The MSU Outdoors Club is the primary club on campus for all 

outdoors activities including paddling, hiking, rock climbing, 

adventure travel and more and is open to all students of any 

experience level.

TBD Naturalist Scouts

 Larry Lindsay

The Naturalist Scouts is a Venture Crew (3799) under the Boy 

Scouts. The group's three main goals are Adventure Camping, 

Public Service, and Knowledge Of The Outdoors.

TBD Northstar Canoes

 Bear Paulson

Northstar Canoes has a clear direction. Guided by renowned 

canoe builder Ted Bell, we are focused on crafting 

exceptional canoes for experienced paddlers but even a 

novice can paddle one.

TBD Opportunities Unlimited for the Blind

 Gwen Botting

Our mission is to build life skills, self-confidence and 

independence for children and young adults who are blind or 

have low vision. Summer sessions include many traditional 

camp activities.

TBD Out Your Backdoor

 Jeff Potter

Out Your Backdoor shows off a wide range of Lansing-area 

outdoor recreation initiatives along with hard-to-find media, 

gear and tools.

TBD Paddle Antrim

 Deana Jerdee

Paddle Antrim is a non-profit working to protect the 

waterways in Antrim County by connecting people to them 

through paddling. We focus on stewardship, education, & 

increasing access.

TBD Paddle Sports Factory Outlet

 Aleshia Smith

Kayaks, canoes, SUP boards, river tubes, paddles, life vests, 

dry bags, dry boxes, water shoes, sunglasses, canoe/kayak 

trailers, tube and kayak repair products and so much more. 

Located in Scottville, MI.

TBD Pearson Exhibit

 Karl Pearson

Display of a catamaran rowing rig that is stable, easy to 

handle and able to handle many conditions.

TBD Pedal Across Lower Michigan

 Bettina Brander

PALM is a week long bicycle tour for all ages. Average 

mileage is between 40-60 miles/day, longer options are 

available. Visit us at http://www.palmbiketour.org

TBD Peregrine

 Jason Jacques

Features a display marketing a kayak keel guard, canoe 

guard, paddle guard, and accessory garments.

TBD Phil Stagg Photography

 Phil Stagg

Michigan has so many waterfalls! Come visit the author of 

the WATERFALLS OF MICHIGAN Guidebooks! He will be 

selling and autographing books as well as other Michigan 

waterfall related souvenirs.

TBD Port Austin Kayak Symposium

 Tiffany VanDeHey

Port Austin Kayak Symposium, held on Lake Huron, is a small, 

friendly symposium with instruction for all levels of kayakers.
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TBD Qajaq USA

 Tim Gallaway

Qajaq USA works to preserve, study and promote the 

traditions and techniques of Greenland kayaking while 

seeking to further the appreciation and development of 

Greenland-style kayaking in the United States.

TBD Quiet Water Society

 Gary De Kock

The mission of QWS is to encourage participation in non-

motorized outdoor recreation, to promote public concern for 

water resources, and to support environmental stewardship 

and conservation.

TBD Red Cedar Fly Fishers

 Phil Stevens

The Red Cedar Flyfishers have done demonstration fly tying 

for 20 years at QWS. We tie flies and answer questions about 

fly fishing and about our club.

TBD Riverside Kayak Connection

 Tiffany VanDeHey

Riverside Kayak Connection's booth will have kayak gear for 

sale and information on kayaking in Southeast Michigan.

TBD Roscommon County Economic Development 

Corporation

 Adele Woskobojnik

Roscommon County (home of Michigan's Other Great Lakes) 

promotes canoeing, kayaking, fishing and its Blue Water 

Trail.

TBD SailMichigan.org

 Michael Angell

SailMichigan is an online resource which provides water 

access and sailing information to Midwest water enthusiasts. 

Users can easily search for lake access points, maps, and 

events.

TBD School for Outdoor Leadership Adventure 

Recreation

 Bill Morse

S.O.L.A.R. is a southeast Michigan based social club. Whether 

you are a beginner or experienced wilderness enthusiast, 

S.O.L.A.R. members offer classes and trips for all skill levels 

and interests.

TBD Sierra Club Great Lakes Program

 Dorthea Thomas

Learn more about invasive species, coastal health and 

polluted runoff, toxic pollution, habitat loss, water diversion 

and about what you can do to protect the Great Lakes.

TBD Southeast Michigan Kayak Builders

 Jerry Smith

Information on do it yourself kayak construction.

TBD St. Stephen's Community Church

 Pat Barnes-McConnell

The Sewing Guild of St. Stephen's is widely known for the 

quality of its unique aprons, throws, lap robes, pillows and 

other items. Sales of these items support the Church's Greer 

Community Learning Center.

TBD Synthia Marsh Jewelry

 Synthia Marsh

A Michigan metalsmith showcasing agates, greenstone, 

petoskey stones, puddingstones, etc., as well as various 

forms of native Michigan copper. My jewelry pieces are 

organic, natural and casual in design.

TBD The Happy Camper

 Kevin Callan

Kevin Callan is the author of thirteen books and a Patron 

Paddler for Paddle Canada, He presents across North 

America and has been a key speaker at all the major canoe 

events for over 25 years.
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TBD The Power of Water

 Trey Rouss

Michigan and the Midwest have lots of great river paddling 

and we can help you have more fun more safely than you 

ever thought possible! 

TBD The Ski Hut

 Jared Munch

Jared Munch is an ambassador for the sport of Stand Up 

Paddle Boarding (SUP) and C4 Waterman. Jared uses his 

knowledge to promote safety and proper paddling 

techniques in all paddle sports.

TBD The Stick Man

 Jerry Haley

Features walking sticks, hiking staffs, campfire pokers, hot 

dog forks, tables, benches and stools which are all made of 

rustic wood.

TBD The Woodchuckery

 Steve Davis

White birch bird houses, carved wood spoons, rustic 

furnishings.

TBD The Wooden Canoe Shop, Inc.

 Gil Cramer

Features restoration services for wood canvas canoes and all 

types of small wooden boats.

TBD Thomsen Boats

 Michael Thomsen

One wood strip-fiberglass boat, either a canoe or a rowing 

shell. I will also have a selection of canoe, SUP and kayak 

paddles for sale.

TBD Thunder Bay National Marine Sanctuary

 Stephanie Gandulla

Protecting the Great Lakes and their rich maritime history 

through research, education and resource protection. The 

sanctuary works to ensure that future generations can enjoy 

these underwater treasures.

TBD Traditional Small Craft Association

  

Exhibit of traditional small boats built by our members and 

demonstrations of boat building crafts.

TBD Transporters of Michigan

 Tom Funke

Let Trailspotters outfit your adventure. Make us your source 

for carspotting, shuttles, event logistics, tours, guides, gear 

rental & sales, packages and outfitting.

TBD Tri-County Bicycle Association

 Dan Stockwell

Learn about the mission of TCBA and the fun and recreation 

opportunities offered by our organization.

TBD Two Tracks Bow and Wool

 Charles Deshler

We hand make almost all of our products. We raise our 

sheep and use the wool for various items. I also make 

custom wood bows and walking sticks, fire steels and other 

wood/outdoor products.

TBD Unadilla Boatworks

 Ron Sell

Northstar Canoes, paddles and gear. Canoe repair, 

restoration and custom outfitting. Custom sailing canoes.
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TBD US Coast Guard Auxiliary

 Jonathan Ahlbrand

The US Coast Guard Auxiliary is the uniformed, volunteer 

component of the US Coast Guard. We support all of its non-

military missions to include boating safety education and 

more.

TBD Van Barriger Exhibit

 John Van Barriger

John is president of Support The First, Inc., which aids first 

responders in rural and wilderness areas and educates 

outdoor enthusiasts on the prevention of wildfires and other 

emergencies.

TBD Walton Exhibit

 Mark Walton

Drop by this exhibit to chat about wilderness canoe trips and 

see the Kruger Canoe display.

TBD Wenonah Brands

 Torry Moore

We will be exhibiting Wenonah Brands Products, including 

Wenonah Canoe, Current Designs Kayaks and C4 Waterman 

SUP.

TBD West Michigan Coastal Kayakers Association

 Lynn Dominguez

WMCKA is a member supported club that promotes the safe, 

fun, and invigorating activity of sea kayaking on the Great 

Lakes. We host an annual event to provide instruction to 

beginner and intermediate kayakers.

TBD Williams Subaru

 Jeff Williams

Subaru vehicles on display.

TBD Wilson Exhibit

 Hap Wilson

Recipient of the Bill Mason Award for lifetime River 

Conservation, author of 12 books, International Fellow of the 

prestigious Explorer's Club, has traveled over 60,000 km. by 

canoe, artist and photographer.

  

  

  

  

9


